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Agenda

• Brief Review of Alabama’s Academic 

Standards

• Overview of Alabama’s New Assessments

• What Does This All Mean?

• Questions
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Background

• November 2010: State Board of Education, on the 

advice of educators, adopted the Common Core 

State Standards (CCSS) as the basis for the 

Alabama College and Career Ready Standards 

(CCRS).

• 2012-13: Math standards implemented.

• 2013-14: English language arts standards 

implemented.

They require students to truly understand material, not 

just be able to regurgitate it on a test.
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The Need for Higher Standards

• 1 in 5 of AL’s graduating seniors in 2013 who took 

the ACT were ready for college. (Source: ACT)

• 1 in 3 students who enrolled in AL public colleges in 

the Fall of 2013 were required to take remedial 

classes in math, English, or both. (Source: ACHE)
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The Need for Higher Standards

• By 2018, 82% of jobs in Alabama will require some 

education beyond high school. (Source: National 

Skills Coalition)

• 4-year degree, 2-year degree, certification, etc.

• States with higher academic standards have fewer 

students scoring “Below Basic” on the NAEP than 

states with low academic standards.” (Source: 

EdSector)
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Plan 2020

• The CCRS are part of the State Board of 

Education’s Plan 2020. 

• “Every child a graduate – every graduate prepared”

• Students should graduate without the need for remediation in a two-

year, four-year, technical or trade school.

• Students should have the ability to use 

academic knowledge in real world 

situations.

• New tests are part of Plan 2020, 

NOT Common Core.

• Parallel change in AL’s education system.
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Overview of Alabama’s New Tests

• ACT Aspire (Started in 2013-14)

• Replaces the ARMT in Grades 3-8

• ACT QualityCore End of Course Tests (Started in 

2012-13)

• Subject-specific, beginning in Algebra I and English 10 

• ACT College Readiness Exam (Started in 2013-14)

• Given free-of-charge to all 11th graders

• ACT WorkKeys (Starting in 2014-15)

• Voluntary job skills assessments for seniors
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ACT Aspire

• Replaced the ARMT in 3rd-8th grade.

• The Explore (8th grade) and Plan (10th grade) tests 

are becoming part of the ACT Aspire. 

• Will show whether a student is on track to graduate 

College and Career Ready, based on the widely 

accepted ACT College Readiness Benchmarks

• Focuses on higher-order thinking, not just 

“regurgitation” of facts
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ACT Aspire: Higher-order thinking
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ACT Aspire: Honest Feedback

5th grade:

9th grade:
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ACT Aspire: Honest Feedback
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ACT Aspire Benchmarks

• “Students who are at or above the benchmarks are 

on target for college readiness by the time they are 

in 11th grade.” (Source: ACT)

Grad

e

Reading 

Score

Math Score

3 415 413

4 417 416

5 420 418

6 421 420

7 423 422

8 424 425
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What does this mean?

• For the first time, AL has high-quality tests that:

• Test students at a high level.

• Provide meaningful information for teachers about 

their students.

• Provide honest, clear information to parents and 

students as they plan their future.
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What does this mean?

• Moving to higher-level, more rigorous tests comes 

with challenges and opportunities:

• AL will see a major change in the percentage of 

students deemed “proficient” in reading and math.

• Other states have already seen this happen.

• AL will have an accurate reading on the 

percentage of students who are ready to complete 

college-level work. 
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The Proficiency Change

ACT Aspire scores will 

look more like the 

NAEP than the ARMT.

• 2011 ARMT: 

Roughly 80% of 

students were 

Level III or Level 

IV in math.  

• 2011 NAEP:

Roughly 30% of 

students scored 

the equivalent in 

math. 
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The Proficiency Change

• This change (or so-called “drop”) in scores is 

actually just a shift in measurement. 

• Unfortunately, we’ve set the bar too low for too long, 

both in Alabama and nationally. 

• Tough medicine we need to get students on track.

• Scores will rise as students adjust to the higher level 

work.

• KY has seen its proficiency levels rise dramatically. 
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Questions?

Thomas Rains

Policy Director, A+ Education Partnership

thomas@aplusala.org

Office: 334.279.1886 | Cell: 334.531.4646

www.aplusala.org

www.facebook.com/aplusala

@thomasrains | @aplusala

mailto:thomas@aplusala.org
http://www.aplusala.org
http://www.facebook.com/aplusala

